302                             MEMOIRS OF

banded nine full brigades of horse, and all the con-
ditions were observed with the most honour and
care by the enemy that ever I saw in my Hie.

Nor can I omit to make very honourable mention
of this noble gentleman, though I did not like his
cause; but I never saw a man of a more pleasant,
calm, courteous, downright honest behaviour in
my life; and, for his courage and personal bravery
in the field, that we had felt enough of. No man
in the world had more fire and fury in him while in
action, or more temper and softness out of it. In
short, and I cannot do him greater honour, he came
exceedingly near the character of my foreign hero
Gustavus Adolphus, and in my account, is, of all
the soldiers in Europe, the fittest to be reckoned in
the second place of honour to him.

I had particular occasion to see much of his tem-
per in all this action, being one of the hostages given
by our general for the performance of the conditions,
in which circumstance the general did me several
times the honour to send to me to dine with him;
and was exceedingly pleased to discourse with me
about the passages of the wars in Germany, which
I had served in; he having been, at the same time,
in the Low Countries, in the service of prince Mau-
rice ; but I observed, if at any time my civilities
extended to commendations of his own actions, and
especially to comparing him to Gustavus Adolphus,
he would blush like a woman, and be uneasy, de-
clining the discourse, and in this he was still more
like him.                                             *

Let no man scruple my honourable mention of
this noble enemy, since no man can suspect me of
favouring the cause he embarked in, which I served
as heartily against as any man in the army; but I
cannot conceal extraordinary merit for its being
placed in an enemy.